
farOpen Art Trail 2022
2ND-10TH JULY 2022

Please check opening days and times in the brochure for each studio you’re 

intending on visiting as these vary between artists 

Sign up for live events, updates and artist info via our website

Group Exhibition at Dean Heritage Museum 25th June - 10th July Open Daily 10:30 - 15:30
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Route Planners have been designed to help you map out your journey to visit 

studios within close proximity to each other and include nearby cafes or pubs to 

collect your brochure & pause for refreshments

LOOK FOR THESE SIGNS AT EACH LOCATION



There’s palpable excitement in the air as artists prepare to welcome you into 

their studios to view fresh new work and learn about their art practice 

Opens July 2nd with Group Exhibits showcasing  a mix of farOpen Artists starting June 25th 

Starting from the Southerly point on our Art Trail, I’ve got a diverse mix of painters from Studios 
49, 39, 9, 43 & 2  grouped together. This route takes you along one of the most captivating 
ancient landscapes of the Wye Valley which covers the magical Tintern area and it’s impressive 

Abbey with plenty of tea rooms and natural beauty spots to enjoy along the way.

I recommend you start with Catherine Hawkridge of Little Orchard Studios at Studio 39 
to soak up the beauty of her portraiture and nature inspired paintings showing alongside her 
stunning eye catching cyanotype pieces inspired by the beautiful imperfections of the natural 
world. Subjects often include plants and flowers from her rather overgrown wildlife haven 
of a garden with pockets of wild flowers, long grasses and interesting weeds. We love her 
‘Weathering’  series, which celebrates the beauty aging, inclement weather and the general 
disorder of nature with purposeful and accidental marks, flicks, drips and spills to create richly 

textured, joyful pieces with wellbeing at their heart.

farOpen Art Trail 2022 
July 2nd-10th

ROUTE PLANNER A: STUDIOS 49, 39, 9, 43, 2
WOODCROFT- CHEPSTOW - BROCKWEIR- LLANDOGO- LLANISHEN

Rebecca Thomson Weissbort, Little Orchard Studios - Catherine Hawkridge, Philip Stockley, Mary Edwards, Ali Edgson

You’re warmly invited to stop for refreshments & collect your brochure with full 
artist directory from the following places along this route: Hanley Farm (A48), 
Coffee #1 (Chepstow), The Boathouse Gallery (Abbey Mill, Tintern), Brockweir/ 
Hewelsfield Village Shop & Cafe (Brockweir), The Sloop pub (Llandogo) & The 
Carpenters Arms (Llanishen).



Not far from which is watercolour artist Philip Stockley’s Studio 9, just up the hill from 
Brockweir bridge. He specialises in landscapes and animals, capturing a sense of the short lived 
nature of a particular time, place, subject and light. Philip works quickly and keeps things simple, 
leaving the viewer’s imagination space to interpret the picture in ways that are important to 

themselves. 

From there, painter Rebecca Thomson Weissbort at Studio 49 is just a short drive into the 
Market town of Chepstow situated within 7Q Gallery, nestled in alongside the River Wye. 
Rebecca has a very interesting, intuitive approach to her colourful paintings which have a 
loose yet bold quality to their form. Her work begins with a kind of listening to the colours - 
she believes that each colour has its own virtuosity which develops as other colours answer 
back. The connection is intense and at the same time spontaneous, with an inner quiet. When 
approaching a landscape she quotes Cezanne: ‘Painting from nature is not copying the object, it is 
realising sensations’. She feels it’s almost that you would become one with the landscape. There 

will also be work exhibited from her late husband George Weissbort for you to enjoy.

If you don’t decide to stop in town for a tea break, you can wind your way through the leafy 
rolling countryside over to Tintern where you can soak up the magical atmosphere of the the 
place whilst enjoying one of the many tea rooms or pubs with a view of the Abbey soaring 

against the forest backdrop. 



The last artist on this itinenrary is the very talented Ali Edgson at Studio 2 who’s immersive 
contemporary landscapes are inspired by the countryside within an hour’s drive of her home.  
They cover everything from the wide, watery vistas of the Severn Estuary to the remotest parts 
of the Black Mountains and the Brecon Beacons. However, it’s the huge atmospheric skies and 
distant ever changing  views from Llanishen village which are her favourite subject. Her clever 
use of colour and light will have you captivated and transported into this magical part of the 

country which you can enjoy on your drive or with refreshments at The Carpenters Arms. 

From there, track back across Brockweir bridge and wind your way through the lush valley to 
meet oil painter Mary Edwards at Studio 43. As featured on the front cover of our brochure in 
honour of her longstanding participation in Open Studios, her paintings depict small moments 
of rural life and the people who live in it. From working within the environment to working 
with their animals and interacting with nature and other people, the titles are often the key to 

unlock the deeper meaning within each painting. 

Please check each artist’s opening hours on their directory page to ensure you can visit in that order 
on any particular day. For any change to times or live events happening, please subscribe to our 

mailing list and follow us on Instagram and Facebook. 

Group Exhibition at Dean Heritage Museum 25th June - 10th July Open Daily 10:30 - 15:30

www.faropen.co.uk


